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GUIDE DOGS WA 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Local Government) [2.08 pm]: In the lead-up to the state government 
election, the McGowan government committed to provide $5 million in funding to Guide Dogs WA to set up 
a world-class guide and assistance dog breeding program. I was pleased to attend VisAbility Western Australia with 
the Premier and the member for Victoria Park to deliver this funding. As the body of evidence grows for the benefits 
of assistance dogs, the funding will allow Guide Dogs WA to meet growing demand. Guide Dogs WA provides 
not just seeing eye dogs but also specialised autism assistance dogs and therapy dogs, dementia dogs and dogs that 
assist people with post-traumatic stress disorder. The funding will enable Guide Dogs WA to establish a number 
of breeding locations across the state and will cover the fit-out of breeding centres, specialised staffing costs, an 
increase in the number of fit-for-purpose vehicles, and specialised whelping and puppy equipment. 
One of the most important aspects that the funding will enable is the re-establishment of the Guide Dogs WA cadet 
program. This program will increase the number of local, highly qualified dog trainers who will be critical in training 
the increased number of assistance dogs from the program. We will also be able to reduce the need to source guide 
dogs and assistance dogs from interstate and overseas by sourcing locally, whilst also creating local jobs in the 
process. The $5 million commitment will be matched by Guide Dogs WA, which will fund its contribution through 
bequests and donations. I urge all those who can to donate to this worthwhile program. Guide dogs and assistance 
dogs make life-changing differences for people with low vision, disabilities and other illnesses, and I was proud 
to be able to stand next to the Premier and deliver on this important election commitment.  
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